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John F.
Kennedy 
We Choose to Go to the Moon

On a very hot late summer’s day in 1962, President Kennedy visited Rice 
University in Houston, Texas, and gave this speech outdoors in the football 
stadium. The President spoke in philosophical terms about the need to solve 
the mysteries of space, reaffirmed America’s commitment to landing a man 
on the moon before the end of the 1960s and also defended the enormous 
expense of the space program. Along the way, the President made humorous 
mentions of the Rice-Texas football rivalry and the blazingly hot weather.

President Pitzer, Mr Vice President, Governor, Congressman 
Thomas, Senator Wiley, and Congressman Miller, Mr Webb, 
Mr Bell, scientists, distinguished guests, and ladies and 
gentlemen:
 I appreciate your president having made me an honorary 
visiting professor, and I will assure you that my first lecture 
will be very brief.
 I am delighted to be here and I’m particularly delighted 
to be here on this occasion.
 We meet at a college noted for knowledge, in a city 
noted for progress, in a state noted for strength, and we 
stand in need of all three, for we meet in an hour of change 
and challenge, in a decade of hope and fear, in an age of 
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both knowledge and ignorance. The greater our knowledge increases, the 
greater our ignorance unfolds.
 Despite the striking fact that most of the scientists that the world has 
ever known are alive and working today, despite the fact that this Nation’s 
own scientific manpower is doubling every 12 years in a rate of growth 
more than three times that of our population as a whole, despite that, the 
vast stretches of the unknown and the unanswered and the unfinished still 
far outstrip our collective comprehension.
 No man can fully grasp how far and how fast we have come, but 
condense, if you will, the 50,000 years of man’s recorded history in a time 
span of but a half-century. Stated in these terms, we know very little about 
the first 40 years, except at the end of them advanced man had learned to 
use the skins of animals to cover them. Then about 10 years ago, under this 
standard, man emerged from his caves to construct other kinds of shelter. 
Only five years ago man learned to write and use a cart with wheels. 
Christianity began less than two years ago. The printing press came his 
year, and then less than two months ago, during this whole 50-year span 
of human history, the steam engine provided a new source of power. 
Newton explored the meaning of gravity. Last month electric lights and 
telephones and automobiles and airplanes became available. Only last 
week did we develop penicillin and television and nuclear power, and 
now if America’s new spacecraft succeeds in reaching Venus, we will have 
literally reached the stars before midnight tonight.
 This is a breathtaking pace, and such a pace cannot help but create 
new ills as it dispels old, new ignorance, new problems, new dangers. 
Surely the opening vistas of space promise high costs and hardships, as well 
as high reward.
 So it is not surprising that some would have us stay where we are a 
little longer to rest, to wait. But this city of Houston, this state of  Texas, 
this country of the United States was not built by those who waited and 
rested and wished to look behind them. This country was conquered by 
those who moved forward – and so will space.
 William Bradford, speaking in 1630 of the founding of the Plymouth 
Bay Colony, said that all great and honorable actions are accompanied 
with great difficulties, and both must be enterprised and overcome with 
answerable courage.
 If this capsule history of our progress teaches us anything, it is that 
man, in his quest for knowledge and progress, is determined and cannot 
be deterred. The exploration of space will go ahead, whether we join in 

it or not, and it is one of the great adventures of all time, and no nation 
which expects to be the leader of other nations can expect to stay behind 
in this race for space.
 Those who came before us made certain that this country rode the 
first waves of the industrial revolution,the first waves of modern inven-
tion, and the first wave of nuclear power, and this generation does not 
intend to founder in the backwash of the coming age of space. We mean 
to be a part of it – we mean to lead it. For the eyes of the world now look 
into space, to the moon and to the planets beyond, and we have vowed 
that we shall not see it governed by a hostile flag of conquest, but by a 
banner of freedom and peace. We have vowed that we shall not see space 
filled with weapons of mass destruction, but with instruments of knowl-
edge and understanding.
 Yet the vows of this Nation can only be fulfilled if we in this Nation 
are first, and, therefore, we intend to be first. In short, our leadership in 
science and industry, our hopes for peace and security, our obligations 
to ourselves as well as others, all require us to make this effort, to solve 
these mysteries, to solve them for the good of all men, and to become the 
world’s leading space-faring nation.
 We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be 
gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won and used for 
the progress of all people. For space science, like nuclear science and all 
technology, has no conscience of its own. Whether it will become a force 
for good or ill depends on man, and only if the United States occupies 
a position of pre-eminence can we help decide whether this new ocean 
will be a sea of peace or a new terrifying theater of war. I do not say that 
we should or will go unprotected against the hostile misuse of space any 
more than we go unprotected against the hostile use of land or sea, but I 
do say that space can be explored and mastered without feeding the fires 
of war, without repeating the mistakes that man has made in extending his 
writ around this globe of ours.
 There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as 
yet. Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best of all 
mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation many never come 
again. But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our goal? And 
they may well ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly 
the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas?
 We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this 
decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they 
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are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best 
of our energies and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing 
to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend 
to win, and the others, too.
 It is for these reasons that I regard the decision last year to shift 
our efforts in space from low to high gear as among the most important 
decisions that will be made during my incumbency in the office of the 
Presidency.
 In the last 24 hours we have seen facilities now being created for the 
greatest and most complex exploration in man’s history. We have felt the 
ground shake and the air shattered by the testing of a Saturn C-1 booster 
rocket, many times as powerful as the Atlas which launched John Glenn, 
generating power equivalent to 10,000 automobiles with their accelerators 
on the floor. We have seen the site where five F-1 rocket engines, each 
one as powerful as all eight engines of the Saturn combined, will be 
clustered together to make the advanced Saturn missile, assembled in a 
new building to be built at Cape Canaveral as tall as a 48 story structure, 
as wide as a city block, and as long as two lengths of this field.
 Within these last 19 months at least 45 satellites have circled the 
earth. Some 40 of them were made in the United States of America and 
they were far more sophisticated and supplied far more knowledge to the 
people of the world than those of the Soviet Union.
 The Mariner spacecraft now on its way to Venus is the most intricate 
instrument in the history of space science. The accuracy of that shot is 
comparable to firing a missile from Cape Canaveral and dropping it in this 
stadium between the 40-yard lines.
 Transit satellites are helping our ships at sea to steer a safer course. 
Tiros satellites have given us unprecedented warnings of hurricanes and 
storms, and will do the same for forest fires and icebergs.
 We have had our failures, but so have others, even if they do not admit 
them. And they may be less public.
 To be sure, we are behind, and will be behind for some time in 
manned flight. But we do not intend to stay behind, and in this decade, we 
shall make up and move ahead.
 The growth of our science and education will be enriched by new 
knowledge of our universe and environment, by new techniques of 
learning and mapping and observation, by new tools and computers for 
industry, medicine, the home as well as the school. Technical institutions, 
such as Rice, will reap the harvest of these gains.

And finally, the space effort itself, while still in its infancy, has already 
created a great number of new companies, and tens of thousands of new 
jobs. Space and related industries are generating new demands in invest- 
ment and skilled personnel, and this city and this state, and this region, 
will share greatly in this growth. What was once the furthest outpost 
on the old frontier of the West will be the furthest outpost on the new 
frontier of science and space. Houston, your city of Houston, with its 
Manned Spacecraft Center, will become the heart of a large scientific and 
engineering community. During the next 5 years the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration expects to double the number of scientists and 
engineers in this area, to increase its outlays for salaries and expenses to 
$60 million a year; to invest some $200 million in plant and laboratory 
facilities; and to direct or contract for new space efforts over $1 billion 
from this center in this city.
 To be sure, all this costs us all a good deal of money. This year’s space 
budget is three times what it was in January 1961, and it is greater than 
the space budget of the previous eight years combined. That budget now 
stands at $5,400 million a year – a staggering sum, though somewhat less 
than we pay for cigarettes and cigars every year. Space expenditures will 
soon rise some more, from 40 cents per person per week to more than 
50 cents a week for every man, woman and child in the United States, for 
we have given this program a high national priority--even though I realize 
that this is in some measure an act of faith and vision, for we do not now 
know what benefits await us. But if I were to say, my fellow citizens, 
that we shall send to the moon, 240,000 miles away from the control 
station in Houston, a giant rocket more than 300 feet tall, the length of 
this football field, made of new metal alloys, some of which have not yet 
been invented, capable of standing heat and stresses several times more 
than have ever been experienced, fitted together with a precision better 
than the finest watch, carrying all the equipment needed for propulsion, 
guidance, control, communications, food and survival, on an untried 
mission, to an unknown celestial body, and then return it safely to earth, 
re-entering the atmosphere at speeds of over 25,000 miles per hour, 
causing heat about half that of the temperature of the sun--almost as hot 
as it is here today – and do all this, and do it right, and do it first before 
this decade is out – then we must be bold.
 I’m the one who is doing all the work, so we just want you to stay 
cool for a minute. [laughter]
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However, I think we’re going to do it, and I think that we must pay what 
needs to be paid. I don’t think we ought to waste any money, but I think 
we ought to do the job. And this will be done in the decade of the Sixties. 
It may be done while some of you are still here at school at this college 
and university. It will be done during the terms of office of some of 
the people who sit here on this platform. But it will be done. And it will 
be done before the end of this decade.
 And I am delighted that this university is playing a part in putting a 
man on the moon as part of a great national effort of the United States of 
America.
 Many years ago the great British explorer George Mallory, who was 
to die on Mount Everest, was asked why did he want to climb it. He said, 
“Because it is there.”
 Well, space is there, and we’re going to climb it, and the moon and 
the planets are there, and new hopes for knowledge and peace are there. 
And, therefore, as we set sail we ask God’s blessing on the most hazardous 
and dangerous and greatest adventure on which man has ever embarked.

Susan B. 
Anthony
On Women’s Right to Vote

In the 1800s, women in the United States had few legal rights and did not 
have the right to vote. This speech was given by Susan B. Anthony after her 
arrest for casting an illegal vote in the presidential election of 1872. She 
was tried and then fined $100 but refused to pay.

Friends and fellow citizens: I stand before you tonight under 
indictment for the alleged crime of having voted at the last 
presidential election, without having a lawful right to vote. It 
shall be my work this evening to prove to you that in thus 
voting, I not only committed no crime, but, instead, simply 
exercised my citizen’s rights, guaranteed to me and all United 
States citizens by the National Constitution, beyond the power 
of any state to deny.
The preamble of the Federal Constitution says:
 “ We, the people of the United States, in order to form 

a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America.”
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It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet 
we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed the 
Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but 
to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and the half of our 
posterity, but to the whole people – women as well as men. And 
it is a downright mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of 
the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of the only 
means of securing them provided by this democratic-republican 
government – the ballot.
 For any state to make sex a qualification that must ever result 
in the disfranchisement of one entire half of the people, is to pass a 
bill of attainder, or, an ex post facto law, and is therefore a violation 
of the supreme law of the land. By it the blessings of liberty are 
forever withheld from women and their female posterity.
 To them this government has no just powers derived from the 
consent of the governed. To them this government is not a democ 
racy. It is not a republic. It is an odious aristocracy; a hateful olig- 
archy of sex; the most hateful aristocracy ever established on the 
face of the globe; an oligarchy of wealth, where the rich govern the 
poor. An oligarchy of learning, where the educated govern the 
ignorant, or even an oligarchy of race, where the Saxon rules the 
African, might be endured; but this oligarchy of sex, which makes 
father, brothers, husband, sons, the oligarchs over the mother 
and sisters, the wife and daughters, of every household – which 
ordains all men sovereigns, all women subjects, carries dissension, 
discord, and rebellion into every home of the nation.
 Webster, Worcester, and Bouvier all define a citizen to be a 
person in the United States, entitled to vote and hold office.
 The only question left to be settled now is: Are women 
persons? And I hardly believe any of our opponents will have the 
hardihood to say they are not. Being persons, then, women are 
citizens; and no state has a right to make any law, or to enforce any 
old law, that shall abridge their privileges or immunities. Hence, 
every discrimination against women in the constitutions and laws 
of the several states is today null and void, precisely as is every one 
against Negroes.

In this eloquent speech to the full Congress, President Lyndon B. Johnson used 
the phrase “we shall overcome,” borrowed from African American leaders 
struggling for equal rights.
 The speech was made on Monday, March 15, 1965, a week after deadly 
racial violence had erupted in Selma, Alabama, as African Americans were 
attacked by police while preparing to march to Montgomery to protest voting 
rights discrimination. That discrimination took the form of literacy, knowledge 
or character tests administered solely to African Americans to keep them from 
ever registering to vote.
 Civil rights leader Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King and over 500 supporters 
had planned to march from Selma to Montgomery to register African 
Americans to vote. The police violence that erupted resulted in the death of a 
King supporter, a white Unitarian-Universalist Minister from Boston named 
James J. Reeb.
 A second attempt to march to Montgomery was also blocked by police. 
It took Federal intervention via the ‘federalizing’ of the Alabama National 
Guard and the addition of over 2,000 other guards to ensure protection and 
allow the march to begin.
 On Sunday, March 21st, 1965, the march to Montgomery finally began 
with over 3,000 participants, under the glare of worldwide news coverage.

I speak tonight for the dignity of man and the destiny of 
Democracy. I urge every member of both parties, Americans 
of all religions and of all colors, from every section of this 
country, to join me in that cause.
 At times, history and fate meet at a single time in a 
single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending search 

Lyndon B. 
Johnson
We Shall  Overcome
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for freedom. So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it was a century ago 
at Appomattox. So it was last week in Selma, Alabama. There, long suffer-
ing men and women peacefully protested the denial of their rights as 
Americans. Many of them were brutally assaulted. One good man – a man 
of God – was killed.
 There is no cause for pride in what has happened in Selma. There is 
no cause for self-satisfaction in the long denial of equal rights of millions of 
Americans. But there is cause for hope and for faith in our Democracy in 
what is happening here tonight. For the cries of pain and the hymns and 
protests of oppressed people have summoned into convocation all the 
majesty of this great government – the government of the greatest nation 
on earth. Our mission is at once the oldest and the most basic of this 
country –to right wrong, to do justice, to serve man. In our time we have 
come to live with the moments of great crises. Our lives have been marked 
with debate about great issues, issues of war and peace, issues of prosper-
ity and depression.
 But rarely in any time does an issue lay bare the secret heart of 
America itself. Rarely are we met with a challenge, not to our growth or 
abundance, or our welfare or our security, but rather to the values and the 
purposes and the meaning of our beloved nation. The issue of equal rights 
for American Negroes is such an issue. And should we defeat every ene-
my, and should we double our wealth and conquer the stars, and still be 
unequal to this issue, then we will have failed as a people and as a nation. 
For, with a country as with a person, “what is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”
 There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem. There is 
no Northern problem. There is only an American problem.
 And we are met here tonight as Americans – not as Democrats or 
Republicans; we’re met here as Americans to solve that problem. This was 
the first nation in the history of the world to be founded with a purpose.
 The great phrases of that purpose still sound in every American heart, 
North and South:  
 “All men are created equal.”  
 “Government by consent of the governed.”  
 “Give me liberty or give me death.”  
And those are not just clever words, and those are not just empty theories. 
In their name Americans have fought and died for two centuries and to-
night around the world they stand there as guardians of our liberty risking 

their lives. Those words are promised to every citizen that he shall share 
in the dignity of man. This dignity cannot be found in a man’s possessions. 
It cannot be found in his power or in his position. It really rests on his 
right to be treated as a man equal in opportunity to all others. It says that 
he shall share in freedom. He shall choose his leaders, educate his child- 
ren, provide for his family according to his ability and his merits as a 
human being.
 To apply any other test, to deny a man his hopes because of his color 
or race or his religion or the place of his birth is not only to do injustice, 
it is to deny Americans and to dishonor the dead who gave their lives for 
American freedom. Our fathers believed that if this noble view of the 
rights of man was to flourish it must be rooted in democracy. This most 
basic right of all was the right to choose your own leaders. The history of 
this country in large measure is the history of expansion of the right to all 
of our people.
 Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and most difficult. 
But about this there can and should be no argument: every American 
citizen must have an equal right to vote. There is no reason which can 
excuse the denial of that right. There is no duty which weighs more 
heavily on us than the duty we have to insure that right. Yet the harsh 
fact is that in many places in this country men and women are kept from 
voting simply because they are Negroes.
 Every device of which human ingenuity is capable, has been used to 
deny this right. The Negro citizen may go to register only to be told that 
the day is wrong, or the hour is late, or the official in charge is absent. And 
if he persists and, if he manages to present himself to the registrar, he may 
be disqualified because he did not spell out his middle name, or because 
he abbreviated a word on the application. And if he manages to fill out an 
application, he is given a test. The registrar is the sole judge of whether 
he passes this test. He may be asked to recite the entire Constitution, or 
explain the most complex provisions of state law.
 And even a college degree cannot be used to prove that he can read 
and write. For the fact is that the only way to pass these barriers is to show 
a white skin. Experience has clearly shown that the existing process of law 
cannot overcome systematic and ingenious discrimination. No law that we 
now have on the books, and I have helped to put three of them there, can 
insure the right to vote when local officials are determined to deny it. In  
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such a case, our duty must be clear to all of us. The Constitution says that 
no person shall be kept from voting because of his race or his color.
 We have all sworn an oath before God to support and to defend that 
Constitution. We must now act in obedience to that oath. Wednesday, I 
will send to Congress a law designed to eliminate illegal barriers to the 
right to vote. The broad principles of that bill will be in the hands of the 
Democratic and Republican leaders tomorrow. After they have reviewed it, 
it will come here formally as a bill. I am grateful for this opportunity to 
come here tonight at the invitation of the leadership to reason with my 
friends, to give them my views and to visit with my former colleagues.
 I have had prepared a more comprehensive analysis of the legislation 
which I had intended to transmit to the clerk tomorrow, but which I will 
submit to the clerks tonight. But I want to really discuss the main propo-
sals of this legislation. This bill will strike down restrictions to voting in all 
elections, federal, state and local, which have been used to deny Negroes 
the right to vote.
 This bill will establish a simple, uniform standard which cannot be 
used, however ingenious the effort, to flout our Constitution. It will 
provide for citizens to be registered by officials of the United States Gov- 
ernment, if the state officials refuse to register them. It will eliminate 
tedious, unnecessary lawsuits which delay the right to vote. Finally, this 
legislation will insure that properly registered individuals are not prohib-
ited from voting. I will welcome the suggestions from all the members of 
Congress – I have no doubt that I will get some – on ways and means to 
strengthen this law and to make it effective.
 But experience has plainly shown that this is the only path to carry 
out the command of the Constitution. To those who seek to avoid action 
by their national government in their home communities, who want to and 
who seek to maintain purely local control over elections, the answer is 
simple: open your polling places to all your people. Allow men and 
women to register and vote whatever the color of their skin. Extend the 
rights of citizenship to every citizen of this land. There is no Constitu-
tional issue here. The command of the Constitution is plain. There is no 
moral issue. It is wrong – deadly wrong – to deny any of your fellow 
Americans the right to vote in this country.
 There is no issue of state’s rights or national rights. There is only the 
struggle for human rights. I have not the slightest doubt what will be your 
answer. But the last time a President sent a civil rights bill to the Congress 

it contained a provision to protect voting rights in Federal elections. That 
civil rights bill was passed after eight long months of debate. And when 
that bill came to my desk from the Congress for signature, the heart of 
the voting provision had been eliminated.
 This time, on this issue, there must be no delay, or no hesitation, or 
no compromise with our purpose. We cannot, we must not, refuse to 
protect the right of every American to vote in every election that he may 
desire to participate in.
 And we ought not, and we cannot, and we must not wait another 
eight months before we get a bill. We have already waited 100 years and 
more and the time for waiting is gone. So I ask you to join me in working 
long hours and nights and weekends, if necessary, to pass this bill. And I 
don’t make that request lightly, for, from the window where I sit, with the 
problems of our country, I recognize that from outside this chamber is the 
outraged conscience of a nation, the grave concern of many nations and 
the harsh judgment of history on our acts.
 But even if we pass this bill the battle will not be over. What happened 
in Selma is part of a far larger movement which reaches into every section 
and state of America. It is the effort of American Negroes to secure for 
themselves the full blessings of American life. Their cause must be our 
cause too. Because it’s not just Negroes, but really it’s all of us, who must 
overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.
 And we shall overcome.
 As a man whose roots go deeply into Southern soil, I know how 
agonizing racial feelings are. I know how difficult it is to reshape the 
attitudes and the structure of our society. But a century has passed – 
more than 100 years – since the Negro was freed. And he is not fully free 
tonight. It was more than 100 years ago that Abraham Lincoln – a great 
President of another party – signed the Emancipation Proclamation. But 
emancipation is a proclamation and not a fact.
 A century has passed – more than 100 years – since equality was 
promised, and yet the Negro is not equal. A century has passed since the 
day of promise, and the promise is unkept. The time of justice has now 
come, and I tell you that I believe sincerely that no force can hold it back. 
It is right in the eyes of man and God that it should come, and when 
it does, I think that day will brighten the lives of every American. For 
Negroes are not the only victims. How many white children have gone 
uneducated? How many white families have lived in stark poverty? How 

We Shall OvercomeLyndon B. Johnson
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many white lives have been scarred by fear, because we wasted energy and 
our substance to maintain the barriers of hatred and terror?
 And so I say to all of you here and to all in the nation tonight that 
those who appeal to you to hold on to the past do so at the cost of denying 
you your future. This great rich, restless country can offer opportunity 
and education and hope to all – all, black and white, North and South, 
sharecropper and city dweller. These are the enemies: poverty, ignorance, 
disease. They are our enemies, not our fellow man, not our neighbor.
 And these enemies too – poverty, disease and ignorance – we shall 
overcome.
 Now let none of us in any section look with prideful righteousness on 
the troubles in another section or the problems of our neighbors. There 
is really no part of America where the promise of equality has been fully 
kept. In Buffalo as well as in Birmingham, in Philadelphia as well as Selma, 
Americans are struggling for the fruits of freedom.
 This is one nation. What happens in Selma and Cincinnati is a matter 
of legitimate concern to every American. But let each of us look within 
our own hearts and our own communities and let each of us put our 
shoulder to the wheel to root out injustice wherever it exists. As we meet 
here in this peaceful historic chamber tonight, men from the South, some 
of whom were at Iwo Jima, men from the North who have carried Old 
Glory to the far corners of the world and who brought it back without a 
stain on it, men from the east and from the west are all fighting together 
without regard to religion or color or region in Vietnam.
 Men from every region fought for us across the world 20 years ago. 
And now in these common dangers, in these common sacrifices, the 
South made its contribution of honor and gallantry no less than any other 
region in the great republic.
 And in some instances, a great many of them, more. And I have 
not the slightest doubt that good men from everywhere in this country, 
from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, from the Golden Gate to 
the harbors along the Atlantic, will rally now together in this cause to 
vindicate the freedom of all Americans. For all of us owe this duty and I 
believe that all of us will respond to it.
 Your president makes that request of every American.
 The real hero of this struggle is the American Negro. His actions and 
protests, his courage to risk safety, and even to risk his life, have awakened 
the conscience of this nation. His demonstrations have been designed to 

call attention to injustice, designed to provoke change; designed to stir 
reform. He has been called upon to make good the promise of America.
 And who among us can say that we would have made the same 
progress were it not for his persistent bravery and his faith in American 
democracy? For at the real heart of the battle for equality is a deep-seated 
belief in the democratic process. Equality depends, not on the force of 
arms or tear gas, but depends upon the force of moral right – not on 
recourse to violence, but on respect for law and order.
 There have been many pressures upon your President and there will 
be others as the days come and go. But I pledge to you tonight that we 
intend to fight this battle where it should be fought--in the courts, and in 
the Congress, and the hearts of men. We must preserve the right of free 
speech and the right of free assembly. But the right of free speech does 
not carry with it – as has been said – the right to holler fire in a crowded 
theatre.
 We must preserve the right to free assembly. But free assembly does 
not carry with it the right to block public thoroughfares to traffic. We 
do have a right to protest. And a right to march under conditions that do 
not infringe the Constitutional rights of our neighbors. And I intend to 
protect all those rights as long as I am permitted to serve in this office.
 We will guard against violence, knowing it strikes from our hands the 
very weapons which we seek – progress, obedience to law, and belief in 
American values. In Selma, as elsewhere, we seek and pray for peace. We 
seek order, we seek unity, but we will not accept the peace of stifled rights 
or the order imposed by fear, or the unity that stifles protest – for peace 
cannot be purchased at the cost of liberty.
 In Selma tonight – and we had a good day there – as in every city we 
are working for a just and peaceful settlement. We must all remember 
after this speech I’m making tonight, after the police and the F.B.I. and 
the Marshals have all gone, and after you have promptly passed this bill, 
the people of Selma and the other cities of the nation must still live and 
work together.
 And when the attention of the nation has gone elsewhere they must 
try to heal the wounds and to build a new community. This cannot be 
easily done on a battleground of violence as the history of the South itself 
shows. It is in recognition of this that men of both races have shown such 
an outstandingly impressive responsibility in recent days – last Tuesday 
and again today.

We Shall OvercomeLyndon B. Johnson
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The bill I am presenting to you will be known as a civil rights bill. But in 
a larger sense, most of the program I am recommending is a civil rights 
program. Its object is to open the city of hope to all people of all races, 
because all Americans just must have the right to vote, and we are going 
to give them that right.
 All Americans must have the privileges of citizenship, regardless of 
race, and they are going to have those privileges of citizenship regardless 
of race.
 But I would like to caution you and remind you that to exercise these 
privileges takes much more than just legal rights. It requires a trained 
mind and a healthy body. It requires a decent home and the chance to find 
a job and the opportunity to escape from the clutches of poverty.
 Of course people cannot contribute to the nation if they are never 
taught to read or write; if their bodies are stunted from hunger; if their 
sickness goes untended; if their life is spent in hopeless poverty, just 
drawing a welfare check.
 So we want to open the gates to opportunity. But we’re also going 
to give all our people, black and white, the help that they need to walk 
through those gates. My first job after college was as a teacher in Cotulla, 
Texas, in a small Mexican-American school. Few of them could speak 
English and I couldn’t speak much Spanish. My students were poor and 
they often came to class without breakfast and hungry. And they knew 
even in their youth the pain of prejudice. They never seemed to know why 
people disliked them, but they knew it was so because I saw it in their 
eyes.
 I often walked home late in the afternoon after the classes were 
finished wishing there was more that I could do. But all I knew was to 
teach them the little that I knew, hoping that I might help them against the 
hardships that lay ahead. And somehow you never forget what poverty and 
hatred can do when you see its scars on the hopeful face of a young child.
 I never thought then, in 1928, that I would be standing here in 1965. 
It never even occurred to me in my fondest dreams that I might have 
the chance to help the sons and daughters of those students, and to help 
people like them all over this country. But now I do have that chance.
 And I’ll let you in on a secret – I mean to use it. And I hope that you 
will use it with me.
 This is the richest, most powerful country which ever occupied 
this globe. The might of past empires is little compared to ours. But I do 

not want to be the president who built empires, or sought grandeur, or 
extended dominion.
 I want to be the president who educated young children to the 
wonders of their world. I want to be the President who helped to feed the 
hungry and to prepare them to be taxpayers instead of tax eaters. I want 
to be the President who helped the poor to find their own way and who 
protected the right of every citizen to vote in every election. I want to be 
the President who helped to end hatred among his fellow men and who 
promoted love among the people of all races, all regions and all parties. 
I want to be the President who helped to end war among the brothers of 
this earth.
 And so, at the request of your beloved Speaker and the Senator from 
Montana, the Majority Leader, the Senator from Illinois, the Minority 
Leader, Mr McCullock and other members of both parties, I came here 
tonight, not as President Roosevelt came down one time in person to 
veto a bonus bill; not as President Truman came down one time to urge 
passage of a railroad bill, but I came down here to ask you to share this 
task with me. And to share it with the people that we both work for.
 I want this to be the Congress – Republicans and Democrats 
alike – which did all these things for all these people. Beyond this great 
chamber– out yonder – in fifty states are the people that we serve. Who 
can tell what deep and unspoken hopes are in their hearts tonight as they 
sit there and listen? We all can guess, from our own lives, how difficult 
they often find their own pursuit of happiness, how many problems each 
little family has. They look most of all to themselves for their future, but I 
think that they also look to each of us.
 Above the pyramid on the Great Seal of the United States it says in 
latin, “God has favored our undertaking.” God will not favor everything 
that we do. It is rather our duty to divine His will. But I cannot help 
but believe that He truly understands and that He really favors the 
undertaking that we begin here tonight.

We Shall OvercomeLyndon B. Johnson
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Ronald 
Reagan 
Tear Down This Wall

This speech by President Ronald Reagan to the people of West Berlin contains 
one of the most memorable lines spoken during his presidency. The Berlin 
Wall, referred to by the President, was built by Communists in August 1961 
to keep Germans from escaping Communist-dominated East Berlin into 
Democratic West Berlin. The twelve-foot concrete wall extended for a hundred 
miles, surrounding West Berlin, and included electrified fences and guard 
posts. The wall stood as a stark symbol of the decades-old Cold War between 
the United States and Soviet Russia in which the two politically opposed 
superpowers continually wrestled for dominance, stopping just short of 
actual warfare.

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 
gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 
visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the 
world at the City Hall. Well, since then two other presidents 
have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. And today I, myself, 
make my second visit to your city.
 We come to Berlin, we American presidents, because 
it’s our duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must 
confess, we’re drawn here by other things as well: by the 
feeling of history in this city, more than 500 years older than 
our own nation; by the beauty of the Grunewald and the 
Tiergarten; most of all, by your courage and determination. 
Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood something 
about American presidents. You see, like so many presidents 
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before me, I come here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 
Ich hab noch einen Koffer in Berlin [I still have a suitcase in Berlin].
 Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western Europe 
and North America. I understand that it is being seen and heard as well 
in the East. To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, a special word: 
Although I cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely 
as to those standing here before me. For I join you, as I join your fellow 
countrymen in the West, in this firm, this unalterable belief: Es gibt nur 
ein Berlin [There is only one Berlin].
 Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, 
part of a vast system of barriers that divides the entire continent of 
Europe. From the Baltic, south, those barriers cut across Germany in a 
gash of barbed wire, concrete, dog runs, and guard towers. Farther south, 
there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards 
and checkpoints all the same – still a restriction on the right to travel, 
still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women the will of 
a totalitarian state. Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 
clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the news photo and the 
television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a continent upon 
the mind of the world. Standing before the Brandenburg Gate, every man 
is a German, separated from his fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, 
forced to look upon a scar.
 President von Weizsacker has said, “The German question is open as 
long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed.”  Today I say: As long as the gate 
is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is permitted to stand, it is not the 
German question alone that remains open, but the question of freedom 
for all mankind. Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 
message of hope, even in the shadow of this wall, a message of triumph.
 In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin emerged from 
their air-raid shelters to find devastation. Thousands of miles away, the 
people of the United States reached out to help. And in 1947 Secretary 
of State – as you’ve been told – George Marshall announced the creation 
of what would become known as the Marshall Plan. Speaking precisely 
40 years ago this month, he said: “Our policy is directed not against any 
country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos.”
 In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display commemorating 
this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was struck by the sign on 
a burnt-out, gutted structure that was being rebuilt. I understand that 
Berliners of my own generation can remember seeing signs like it dotted 

throughout the western sectors of the city. The sign read simply: “The 
Marshall Plan is helping here to strengthen the free world.” A strong, 
free world in the West, that dream became real. Japan rose from ruin to 
become an economic giant. Italy, France, Belgium – virtually every nation 
in Western Europe saw political and economic rebirth; the European 
Community was founded.
 In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an economic 
miracle, the Wirtschaftswunder. Adenauer, Erhard, Reuter, and other 
leaders understood the practical importance of liberty – that just as 
truth can flourish only when the journalist is given freedom of speech, so 
prosperity can come about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy 
economic freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 
trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in 
West Germany and Berlin doubled.
 Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in West Berlin there 
is the greatest industrial output of any city in Germany – busy office 
blocks, fine homes and apartments, proud avenues, and the spreading 
lawns of parkland. Where a city’s culture seemed to have been destroyed, 
today there are two great universities, orchestras and an opera, countless 
theaters, and museums. Where there was want, today there’s abundance – 
food, clothing, automobiles – the wonderful goods of the Ku’damm. From 
devastation, from utter ruin, you Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city 
that once again ranks as one of the greatest on earth. The Soviets may have 
had other plans. But my friends, there were a few things the Soviets didn’t 
count on – Berliner Herz, Berliner Humor, ja, und Berliner Schnauze 
[Berliner heart, Berliner humor, yes, and a Berliner Schnauze].
 In the 1950s, Khrushchev predicted: “We will bury you.” But in the 
West today, we see a free world that has achieved a level of prosperity and 
well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world, 
we see failure, technological backwardness, declining standards of health, 
even want of the most basic kind – too little food. Even today, the Soviet 
Union still cannot feed itself. After these four decades, then, there stands 
before the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom 
leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among the 
nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the victor.
 And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming 
to understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 
about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political prisoners 
have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being 
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jammed. Some economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with 
greater freedom from state control.
 Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state? Or 
are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes in the West, or to 
strengthen the Soviet system without changing it? We welcome change 
and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that 
the advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world 
peace. There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, 
that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom and peace.
 General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperi-
ty for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization:  
 Come here to this gate! Mr Gorbachev, open this gate! 
 Mr Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
 I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that afflict this 
continent – and I pledge to you my country’s efforts to help overcome 
these burdens. To be sure, we in the West must resist Soviet expansion. So 
we must maintain defenses of unassailable strength. Yet we seek peace; so 
we must strive to reduce arms on both sides.
 Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western alliance 
with a grave new threat, hundreds of new and more deadly SS-20 nuclear 
missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. The Western alliance 
responded by committing itself to a counter-deployment unless the 
Soviets agreed to negotiate a better solution; namely, the elimination of 
such weapons on both sides. For many months, the Soviets refused to bar-
gain in earnestness. As the alliance, in turn, prepared to go forward with 
its counter-deployment, there were difficult days – days of protests like 
those during my 1982 visit to this city – and the Soviets later walked away 
from the table.
 But through it all, the alliance held firm. And I invite those who pro-
tested then – I invite those who protest today – to mark this fact: Because 
we remained strong, the Soviets came back to the table. And because we 
remained strong, today we have within reach the possibility, not merely 
of limiting the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 
entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the earth.
 As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting in Iceland to review the pro- 
gress of our proposals for eliminating these weapons. At the talks in 
Geneva,we have also proposed deep cuts in strategic offensive weapons. And 
the Western allies have likewise made far-reaching proposals to reduce the 
danger of conventional war and to place a total ban on chemical weapons.

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that we will main- 
tain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any level at which it might 
occur. And in cooperation with many of our allies, the United States is 
pursuing the Strategic Defense Initiative – research to base deterrence not 
on the threat of offensive retaliation, but on defenses that truly defend; 
on systems, in short, that will not target populations, but shield them. By 
these means we seek to increase the safety of Europe and all the world. 
But we must remember a crucial fact: East and West do not mistrust each 
other because we are armed; we are armed because we mistrust each 
other. And our differences are not about weapons but about liberty. When 
President Kennedy spoke at the City Hall those 24 years ago, freedom 
was encircled, Berlin was under siege. And today, despite all the pressures 
upon this city, Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And freedom itself is 
transforming the globe.
 In the Philippines, in South and Central America, democracy has been 
given a rebirth. Throughout the Pacific, free markets are working miracle 
after miracle of economic growth. In the industrialized nations, a techno-
logical revolution is taking place – a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic 
advances in computers and telecommunications.
 In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to join the 
community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled economic growth, of 
information and innovation, the Soviet Union faces a choice: It must make 
fundamental changes, or it will become obsolete.
 Today thus represents a moment of hope. We in the West stand ready 
to cooperate with the East to promote true openness, to break down 
barriers that separate people, to create a safe, freer world. And surely 
there is no better place than Berlin, the meeting place of East and West, 
to make a start. Free people of Berlin: Today, as in the past, the United 
States stands for the strict observance and full implementation of all parts 
of the Four Power Agreement of 1971. Let us use this occasion, the 750th 
anniversary of this city, to usher in a new era, to seek a still fuller, richer 
life for the Berlin of the future. Together, let us maintain and develop 
the ties between the Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin, 
which is permitted by the 1971 agreement.
 And I invite Mr. Gorbachev: Let us work to bring the Eastern and 
Western parts of the city closer together, so that all the inhabitants of all 
Berlin can enjoy the benefits that come with life in one of the great cities 
of the world.
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To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, let us expand the 
vital air access to this city, finding ways of making commercial air service 
to Berlin more convenient, more comfortable, and more economical. We 
look to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief aviation 
hubs in all central Europe.
 With our French and British partners, the United States is prepared 
to help bring international meetings to Berlin. It would be only fitting 
for Berlin to serve as the site of United Nations meetings, or world 
conferences on human rights and arms control or other issues that call for 
international cooperation.
 There is no better way to establish hope for the future than to 
enlighten young minds, and we would be honored to sponsor summer 
youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young Berliners 
from the East. Our French and British friends, I’m certain, will do the 
same. And it’s my hope that an authority can be found in East Berlin to 
sponsor visits from young people of the Western sectors.
 One final proposal, one close to my heart: Sport represents a source 
of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may have noted that the Republic 
of Korea – South Korea – has offered to permit certain events of the 1988 
Olympics to take place in the North. International sports competitions of 
all kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what better way to 
demonstrate to the world the openness of this city than to offer in some 
future year to hold the Olympic games here in Berlin, East and West? In 
these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have built a great city. 
You have done so in spite of threats – the Soviet attempts to impose the 
East-mark, the blockade. Today the city thrives in spite of the challenges 
implicit in the very presence of this wall. What keeps you here? Certainly 
there’s a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant courage. 
But I believe there’s something deeper, something that involves Berlin’s 
whole look and feel and way of life – not mere sentiment. No one could 
live long in Berlin without being completely disabused of illusions. Some-
thing instead, that has seen the difficulties of life in Berlin but chose to 
accept them, that continues to build this good and proud city in contrast 
to a surrounding totalitarian presence that refuses to release human 
energies or aspirations. Something that speaks with a powerful voice of 
affirmation, that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In 
a word, I would submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love – love both 
profound and abiding.
 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most fundamental 
distinction of all between East and West. The totalitarian world produces 
backwardness because it does such violence to the spirit, thwarting the 
human impulse to create, to enjoy, to worship. The totalitarian world 
finds even symbols of love and of worship an affront. Years ago, before 
the East Germans began rebuilding their churches, they erected a secular 
structure: the television tower at Alexander Platz. Virtually ever since, 
the authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 
tower’s one major flaw, treating the glass sphere at the top with paints and 
chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun strikes that sphere– 
that sphere that towers over all Berlin – the light makes the sign of the 
cross. There in Berlin, like the city itself, symbols of love, symbols of 
worship, cannot be suppressed.
 As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag, that embodiment 
of German unity, I noticed words crudely spray-painted upon the wall, 
perhaps by a young Berliner: “This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality.”  
Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot withstand faith; it 
cannot withstand truth. The wall cannot withstand freedom.
 And I would like, before I close, to say one word. I have read, and I 
have been questioned since I’ve been here about certain demonstrations 
against my coming. And I would like to say just one thing, and to those 
who demonstrate so. I wonder if they have ever asked themselves that if 
they should have the kind of government they apparently seek, no one 
would ever be able to do what they’re doing again.
 Thank you and God bless you all.

Tear Down This WallRonald Reagan




